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While we have come a long way since the Stonewall riots in 1969, we still have a lot of work to do. Too often, the issue of [Lesbian, Gay, Bi-sexual, Transgender] (LGBT) rights is exploited by those seeking to divide us. But at its core, this issue is about who we are as Americans. It's about whether this nation is going to live up to its founding promise of equality by treating all its citizens with dignity and respect.
Throughout the 2008 Presidential election, then Senator Barack
Obama received strong support from the lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender (LGBT) community and in return made several campaign promises along the way. One of the campaign promises dealt with overturning the long held ban of homosexuals serving in the military.
This socially charged issue has caught the attention of the military because a change in current law which bans homosexuals from serving will fall on the military for implementation. 
Counterargument to unit cohesion
The opposition to the unit cohesion argument is that it will not be adversely affected. An independent study conducted in 1993 by the RAND Corporation broke down the unit cohesion argument into social cohesion and task cohesion. Social cohesion defined as "the nature and quality of the emotional bonds of friendship, caring, and closeness among group members." 8 Task cohesion being defined as "shared commitment among members to achieve a goal that requires the The study revealed that social cohesion could be reduced because of the presence of a known homosexual. The research also reflected that this reduction in social cohesion could be mitigated through leadership, military regulations, and socially accepted norms. As for task cohesion, the RAND study found that "it is unlikely to undermine task cohesion, provided that the individual demonstrates competence and commitment to the unit's mission." The RAND study made the final conclusion that "known homosexuals on the force is not likely to undermine military performance." 
Good order and discipline
In the context of this debate, good order and discipline of a military unit are core characteristics of what separates the military from the civilian community. Congress understood the uniqueness of its military and penned its understanding into law as follows: (14) The armed forces must maintain personnel policies that exclude persons whose presence in the armed forces would create an unacceptable risk to the armed forces' high standards of morale, good order and discipline, and unit cohesion that are the essence of military capability.
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If homosexuals are allowed to serve openly, good order and discipline would be negatively affected for the following reasons:
First, the standard of conduct outlined by the Congress would be drastically altered. Long held beliefs shared by many people that homosexuality is an unacceptable sexual behavior would now be viewed and taught to be normal and acceptable. This change in standards of conduct will bread resentment, and it would not be long until the military would see symptoms of poor morale and a decreased level of good order and discipline throughout the military.
Second, tolerance and acceptance will be the key words and principles that will drive the re-indoctrination of military. The I believe homosexual acts between two individuals are immoral and that we should not condone immoral acts. I do not believe the United States is well served by a policy that says it is ok to be immoral in any way. I would not want acceptance of overt homosexual behavior to be our policy, just like I would not want it to be our policy that if we find out that so-and-so was sleeping with somebody else's wife, that we would just look the other way, which we do not. We prosecute that kind of immoral behavior. 
Conclusion

